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Bear Cub Scout Information

St. James United Methodist Church, Cub Scout Pack 370
www.stjamesscouting.org
MEETINGS:  Usually two den meetings and one Pack meeting each month


The Bear Cub Program introduces scout skills and concepts in more depth than the Wolf program.  This year, parents are expected to help their scout do some requirements at home, while others will be completed at den meetings lead by your Den Leader and parents who wish to help.  Parents are encouraged to volunteer when asked, but attendance at meetings is not required.

Our pack has several Bear dens already formed from last year’s Wolfs.  We will try to place all new boys in a den that already exists that meets their needs.  However, our existing dens are really full, so we will need your patience and flexibility as we get the dens worked out.  Den meeting times and places vary by den.   Your leader will contact you as soon as everything is in place, usually about a week after the round-up meeting.  Pack meetings are held every third Thursday at 6:30 to 7:30pm in the Fellowship Hall at St. James.
EARNING THE BOBCAT and BEAR BADGE and other FUN STUFF!


The Cub Scout program aims to teach good character and citizenship, to encourage responsibility for yourself and others, to build a strong faith, and to encourage strength of body and mind.  We accomplish these goals through completing the requirements of a rank badge each year (Bear for third graders) and participating in other fun activities planned by our den or pack.  Your scout must first earn the Bobcat badge, which has eight simple requirements that teach the Scout Oath, Law, handshake and so forth.  Then he can work on Bear Badge for which he must complete twelve “achievements” chosen from 24 possible achievements that are outlined in his Bear Cub Handbook.  These include topics like:
Sharing Your World with Wildlife
Shavings and Chips
What Makes America Special
Games, Games, Games!
Duty to God
He also has the opportunity to earn Arrow Points as outlined in the Bear Handbook and beltloops and pins from the Academics and Sports book.

UNIFORMS and HANDBOOKS!!!


Each scout will need a uniform and a Bear Handbook.  We recommend a navy blue short-sleeved shirt, a little over-sized for growth.  He will wear this to every meeting this year, and hopefully for a few more!  He can wear this shirt with any pants, but please encourage him to respect his uniform and wear it tucked in!  (I know how hard this is!!!)  He will also need a blue neckerchief and a Bear slide, which will be worn for ceremonies and to pack meetings only.  

Things to know when you go to the scout shop:

1. We are Pack 370. The numbers 3-7-0 will go on your uniform. 

2. Which den you are in. The den number patch goes under the flag on the sleeve of your uniform. 

3. We are in the Atlanta Area Council.  The council patch goes on the other sleeve. If they have a few varieties, it doesn't matter which one you choose as long as it says Atlanta Area Council. 

4. There is a patch called the World Crest (round, purple with a white leafy ring) that you can put on your uniform, too. It is not required.
The placement of all the patches can be found in your handbook. 

COST

$10 for council dues payable to the Boy Scouts with your application

$40 for pack dues payable to your den leader when your den is organized.  This covers pack registration, any awards your son earns, the cost of the Blue and Gold Banquet for your family, one Pinewood Derby car, supplies for pack meetings and a subscription to Boy’s Life magazine starting in January.

About $20-$40 determined by den for supplies used in den meetings, payable to your den leader.  Outings will be extra.
The cost of a uniform and handbook – about $60.

